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Figure 1 The assumption is made that wave heights and peak periods will be distributed generally in the same manner regardless of time period. Monthly means and maximums of wave height were also compared. It is assumed that means will generally be the same regardless of year.
2.
These comparisons, at similar locations, indicated that the distribution of hindcast wave heights and peak periods compared favorably to measurements available during other time periods. The hindcast underestimated the percent of waves less than about 1.25 m by about 25 percent, and monthly means of wave height showed a slight (typically 0.3 m) bias, with the hindcast results being higher than measured at three deep-water buoy sites. Heights in other categories and peak periods generally agreed to within 10 percent.
These comparisons did not warrant any cautions in the use of the hindcast results, but also did not allow any statement of hindcast accuracy. 
4.
In the original 20-year hindcast for the Gulf of Mexico, much time and effort were devoted to obtaining accurate wind fields. In order to apply the conclusions of the present study to the results of the 20-year hindcast, one has to assume that the wind fields used previously are equivalent in quality to those used in this 1-year hindcast. This is addressed in more detail in the section on wind data input to the models. To convert knots to meters per second, multiply times a factor of 0.5144444.
5
12. with most being about -2.5 knots.
Yearly averages of the RMS difference values range from 2.9 to 3.7 knots, with most being between 3.0 and 3.5 knots.
These results indicate that WIS winds calculated for the period October through December 1975 and FNOC i'inds calculated for 1988 have similarly low biases and RMS differences compared to measurements.
14.
A climatic summary of the distribution of wind speed and direction by categories is available from NOAA buoy measurements over a 13-year period (1976) (1977) (1978) (1979) (1980) (1981) (1982) (1983) (1984) (1985) (1986) (1987) (1988) guide for application of the model is given by Hughes and Jensen (1986) . This model was also used to produce the 20-year (1956-1975) hindcast of wave information along the southern California coast (Jensen et al. 1992 Additionally, wind and wave conditions for "Norther" events in non-coastal waters may be low. 
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